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Volunteer Opportunity Description:  Fine Arts Program Assistant 
 
Description/Purpose 
 
Do you love art? Are you interested in learning more about the artistic process in a variety of mediums? 
The job of a classroom art assistant is to act as the instructor’s “right-hand man,” You will learn from 
each instructor as you watch the process or, if available, participate for a reduced fee. 
 
Responsibilities/Tasks 
Assist the instructor in bringing in and setting up supplies. During class you will be the instructor’s 
assistant in all matters: replenishing supplies, handing out materials and troubleshooting. You are required 
to stay throughout the class and act as liaison between the instructor and Arboretum staff. You will assist 
the instructor in cleaning up; including the room to the condition it was prior to the start of class.   
 
Suggestions:  Wear clothes you don’t mind getting a bit of paint on (aprons supplied).  
 
Required Skills 
Interest in art and a willingness to help others 
 
Time Commitment and Schedule Details 
There is a wide variety of dates and times to participate as an art assistant. Please see Arboretum website 
adult art classes to get an idea as to when these classes are offered. It is preferable if you are able to 
commit to several classes. 
 
Benefits/Impact 
The volunteer will enjoy learning new skills in a variety of art mediums from jewelry and fiber arts to 
drawing and painting. He/She will be a part of community engagement which occurs in these classes. 
 
By helping these instructors, you ensure the experience is pleasurable for the instructor and students.  We 
have a mission to educate, inspire and delight. This can only occur if the environment is calm and well 
organized. By giving the instructor and extra pair of hands, they may focus on the job of instructing while 
the assistant is responsible for classroom maintenance.  There will always be an Arboretum staff person 
nearby but by having a volunteer in the room we allow for quicker resolution to any issue and a constant 
customer service presence.  
 
Work Environment:  

X Indoors X Lifting 
X Outdoors  Working individually 
X Sitting  Working with children 
X Standing X Working as part of a team 
    

 
How to Apply for this Opportunity 
All eligible volunteers must have completed and be up to date on their background check, safety 
of minors training module, and have a signed Volunteer Agreement and Release on file with the 
Volunteer Center.  If you are eligible for this opportunity, please contact the Volunteer Center. 
 
Staff Supervisor & Contact Information 
 
Volunteer Center volopp@umn.edu 612 301-1738 

mailto:volopp@umn.edu
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All Arboretum Volunteer opportunities are reserved for registered and active Arboretum Volunteers. All 
volunteers go through an orientation and screening process prior to applying for opportunities. Learn 
HOW TO BECOME A VOLUNTEER or call the Volunteer Center at 612-301-1203 to get started.  

http://www.arboretum.umn.edu/how_to_volunteer.aspx

